
Melbourne, Australia
June 25-27, 2019

NAVIGATING SHIFTING SANDS: RESEARCH IN CHANGING TIMES

  DAY 1: SATURDAY, JUNE 29
Arrive Yulara & Kata Tjuta Meal Plan (-/-/d)
We set out to boulder-strewn landscape of Kata Tjuta (The Olgas). Wandering through the site’s gullies 
and crevices, you’ll learn about the area’s geological and ecological significance from your guide. Make 
back to camp as the sun starts to set, arriving in time for our very special 1,000 Star Dinner.
Total driving time is approximately one hour. Total walking time is around an hour.

Transfers: Pick-up at Yulara Airport  Activities:
Accommodations: Permanent tented camp    • Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park entry
(With shared facilities, 1 night)       • Kata Tjuta touring 
      • 1000 Star Dinner 

   DAY 2: SUNDAY, JUNE 30 
Uluru Sunrise and Sightseeing  Meal Plan (B/L/D)
Uluru is one of the largest rock formations in the world and one of Australia’s most iconic landmarks. 
Start your morning with an Uluru sunrise, then take an interpretive walk with our Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander guide around the base of the rock, gaining insights into the land and the local Mala 
people. Afterwards you’ll have a special TTRA opportunity to discuss life with community members. 
After lunch, tour the Uluru Cultural Centre where you can purchase arts and crafts of the First Peoples 
of Australia. Travel onto the exclusive campsite within Watarrka National Park (Kings Canyon), where 
the group will eat and sleep for the night. 
Total driving time today is around three and a half hours. Total walking time is approximately two hours.

Accommodations:  Activities: TTRA Treat:
Permanent tented camp  •Uluru Cultural  •Mala cultural experience – sit-down with
(With shared facilities, 1 night)  Centre   community members for discussion

  DAY 3: MONDAY, JULY 1
Kings Canyon Rim Walk   Meal Plan (B/L/D)
While Kings Canyon is just one of the many attractions within Watarrka National Park, it is so 
impressive that more people know it than the park. After a quick breakfast, we’ll venture into the 
canyon and start the walk with a traditional owner. Beginning in the vast natural Amphitheater (where 
you’re free to test out the acoustics), we’ll enter upon the Lost City and descend down into the 
fern-shaded rock pools of the Garden of Eden. A visit to the imposing North and South Walls is another 
must before lunch. We drive on to Alice Springs, a relative metropolis in these surroundings. 
Complimentary hotel drop-off in Alice Springs.
Total driving time takes around five hours. Total walking time is approximately three hours.

Accommodations:  Activities: TTRA Treat:
DoubleTree By Hilton  •Kings Canyon • Private tour with traditional owner - a  
Alice Springs    Rim Walk    unique combination of a guided cultural walk 
     plus private time to discuss tourism.

  DAY 4: TUESDAY, JULY 2
Alice Springs   Meal Plan (B/-/-)
Alice Springs is the gateway for exploring the Red Centre, Australia’s interior desert region. Its 1872 
origin as part of the Overland Telegraph Line  is preserved in the vintage buildings and equipment at 
the Alice Springs Telegraph Station Historical Reserve. Day activities will be organized in Alice Springs.
Accommodations:   TTRA Treat:  
DoubleTree By Hilton Alice Springs • To be advised  

  DAY 5: WEDNESDAY, JULY 3
Fly to Darwin   Meal Plan (B/-/-)
Fly from Alice Springs at 11:15am to arrive in Darwin at 1:20pm on Qantas flight QF1936.
From the sparkling harbour and WWII history, to the city's Asian-influenced food and tropical outdoor 
lifestyle, Darwin is an adventurers' paradise. Darwin is world-famous for its fabulous food, colorful 
outdoor markets and a diverse bag of adventure activities.
Accommodations: Hilton Darwin • Enjoy the afternoon at your leisure  

  DAY 6: THURSDAY, JULY 4
Nitmiluk National Park   Meal Plan (B/L/-)
We depart from Darwin early and make our way to Nitmiluk National Park. Our first stop is the 
Adelaide River War Memorial, learning about the role the Top End played in World War II, before 
refreshing ourselves at the beautiful Edith Falls for a swim. We'll arrive at Nitmiluk (Katherine Gorge) 
National Park where your guide will take you on a short return walk to Baruwei lookout. You can get a 
postcard shot of the gorge and learn about this stunning area and its significance to the local Jawoyn 
Aboriginal people. We'll have time for a scenic cruise through the gorge today, returning to your hotel 
in Darwin by 8:00 pm.
Accommodations:  Activities:  
Hilton Darwin •Nitmiluk National  • Edith Falls
   Park  • Baruwei Lookout
 •Adelaide River • Katherine Gorge Scenic Cruise

  DAY 7: FRIDAY, JULY 5
Tiwi Island   Meal Plan (B/L/D)
Your local Tiwi guides will show you their community on this cultural walking tour. From the ferry 
landing, wander up to Tiwi Design for a traditional welcome ceremony and morning tea (damper and a 
cuppa). Your guide will then show you through the museum where you will learn of the culture and 
history of the Tiwi People. On to the historic mission precinct then return to Tiwi Design for lunch and a 
'behind-the-scenes' screen printing session with a local Tiwi artist to create your own art piece. Take 
this opportunity to purchase unique and traditional Tiwi artworks including paintings, fabrics, carving, 
pottery and clothing at island prices. A truly authentic Tiwi experience.
Departs Cullen Bay at 8:00am, returns to Cullen Bay at 5:45pm.
Accommodations:  TTRA Treats:  
Hilton Darwin • A 'behind-the-scenes' screen printing session with a local  
   Tiwi artist to create your own art piece to take home.
 • Farewell dinner hosted by Tourism NT (to be confirmed)

  DAY 8: SATURDAY, JULY 6: DEPARTURES    Meal Plan (B/-/-)

Please make your own arrangements for flights from Darwin.

Central & Northern Australia Experience
Melbourne to Darwin: Saturday, June 29 through Saturday, July 6

Tour the heart of Australia after the 
Conference with your TTRA colleagues 

for a unique sampling of Outback 
Australia’s unique beauty and culture.

Post-Conference 
8-Day Tour

Tour includes airfare on flight JQ664, departing Melbourne at 9:45am arriving at Uluru at 12:15pm
Cost (AUD): $3,600.00
Single Supplement: $1450.00 (camping at Yulara and Kings Canyon on nights 1 and 2)
              $1780.00 (hotel stay at Yulara and Kings Canyon on nights 1 and 2)
Twin Share: Hotel Upgrade at Yulara and Kings Canyon (nights 1 and 2): $350.00 per person

Space is limited, Register now! Click here for registration information

DoubleTree By Hilton, Alice Springs

View from Hilton Darwin

For more information, please contact Darren Leckie at dleckie@mtatravel.com.au

mailto:dleckie@mtatravel.com.au
https://ttra.com/conference/post-conference-tours/

